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Happg 2009! Ok, fellow
garéeners: Resolution # 1: | urn
over a new leaf. (Yes, an intended
pun-this is a gardening newsletter,

after a”.) .

So, how did 9ourgarclen grow this
year? Looking back (and out the
window at the snow-covered debris
of Summer Garden 2008) were
you satisfied?

Now is the time to evaluate your
imPrcssions, so that Summer 2009

can meet your exPectations.

Here are my toP three things that
can go wrongin a garclen 1) the
P!ants don'tlook or Perﬁorm the
way you expect 2) the amount of
work you put into 9ourgarden is
more than you get in satisfaction or
5) 3ou‘rc reaclg foranew ]ook, but
don't get around to it. The gooc{
news is, there are solutions for all

th ree Proble ms.

E_xPcctationsz those great P]ant
cata]ogs promise wonderful looks,
but ipyou have the Plant in the
wrong Place, orin the wrong,
temperature zone, you won't get

what you want.

Along | ake Michigan in

southeastern Wisconsin, we are in
zone 5. [Turther inland, it's zone 4-
A Plant may survive in our climate,

but not bloom as Pro]ipicang, grow
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to the size in the cata]og, orbe as
Fragrant as the same Plant growing

in a warmer climate.

T he solution? Don't buy brand
new just-out varieties with
unbelievable claims, unless you have
a huge budget to gamble with. Wait
until next season when you can
check with othergarcleners to see if
the Plant lives up to the hgpec{
aclvertising. The Pricc will Probablg
have droPPccl 139 the second
season, too.

Rcalistica”g, you're best off
5hoPPing |oca“3, where Plants are
grown in this area, rather than
shippec{ in from the south. Checi(
the list of southern Wisconsin
nurseries.at the end of this
newsletter.

Work vs. Satisfaction: You're
sPenc{ing more hours than you can
afford in your garden and not
getting the look you want.

Atter planting 12 flats of
imPatiens at the eclge of our
sidewalk Foryears, | Fina”g put ina
Perennial grounclcover. | can use all
that saved time to P]ant, water and
fertilize other gardens, mine or
yours.

T hink about rcPIacing 75% of
those annuals with perennials, but
be sure to keep some of those lorxg~
blooming annuals among your new

PCFCHH{BIS FOF a”~summer COIOI‘.



T ake out Perennia|s that need lots of Pinching back and
Aeac”ﬂeacling. Replacc them with small shrubs that have
interesting Fo]iage and Fragrant blooms. Theg won't
need cutting down in the winter or ral(ing up in the
sPring] Plus theg add interest and structure in the winter
lanc}scape‘ T he next newsletter will feature some tried
and true favorites and some new (but tested) shrubs to
give gourgarclen a new look.

So, what should you be cloing right now? [Tirst of all,
while looking at those luscious Plant ca’calogs, make a
note of the P]ants you like, then do some research:
~Google them- there's a lot of reliable information out

there , forinstance www.hort.uconn.edu

~Checi<garclening blogs
~Ask qucs’cions of me or other Port Washington‘s

Garclen Club members at wwwyportg;ardenclub.org
Flan to shoP at the Port Washington Garden Club's
9ear|9 Plant sale in May. These Plants are overflow

from members’ gardens, they‘re Priced right, and we
don't sell Problem P]ants)

Ozaukcc (Gardener Advice

bg E_lizabct['l O’Connc"
Critter Damage

A quiclc inspcction o{:gouryarcl may reveal damage
to your Plants. To Protect them from future harm its

necessary to understand what’s happening to them.

T he most common animal damagc in our area is
caused bg rabbits and meadow voles rather than deer.
Deer striP the lower branches of evergreens like
arborvitac and may cat the bark from the trucks and low-
hanging branches of hardwood trees. ]n extreme cases
this can kill the tree although cosmetic clamage is more
common. \NraP young trees to Protect them until mature

bark begins to harden. Where extreme Population

pressure limits the food supplg barrier Protection may

be the onig way to Prevent deer c{amage.

Rabbit and meadow vole damage is casier to prevent.
Meadow voles look like small mice with stubby tails and,
unlike chipmunks and ground squirrels, voles are active
and eating all winter. T hey tunnel under the ground’s
surface and consume not only bark and tender shrub
and perennial stems but also tuberous roots and corms
of plants like iris. [eavy snow give meadow voles
excellent cover and vole damage may go unobserved
until the spring thaw. Voles frequently kill young trees
by girdling their bark under the snow line.

A thoroug]—l autumn clean up is the first line of
defense against voles. Removing frosted leaves and
stems gives voles fewer hicling Places and allows natural
Preclators to control their PoPulation. [Hardware cloth
hoops can Protect new trees and shrubs from vole
damagc. T he metal mesh with half inch square oPenings
is reacmg available at local hardware and box stores and

eF}Cectivelg excludes the ting animals.

| ocal nurseries /websites
Chcck to see if theg sell ~the Plan’c you want. ~You’” get

a Plan’c used to our temperature zone hcyou do

Flowcr Factor (5toughton, WD

www.theflowe rFactorqnurse ry.com

Jung Sccc] ComPany (and Plants)

www.jungseed.com

K]cms Song SParrow Farm (Avalon, W/| (mail order)

WWW.50Ngsparrow.com

Minor's (arden Center (Milwaukee, W)

www.minorsgarclencenter.com

Monches [Farm ((Colgate WI)

WWW.mOX'\ChCSFarm.COm
Kich‘s Foxwiuow Farm (Woodstock, IL)

www.richsfoxwillowpines.com



http://www.hort.uconn.edu/
http://www.portgardenclub.org/
http://www.theflowerfactorynursery.com/
http://www.jungseed.com/
http://www.songsparrow.com/
http://www.minorsgardencenter.com/
http://www.monchesfarm.com/
http://www.richsfoxwillowpines.com/




